
DEAR BVE STUDENTS AND FAMILIES, 
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family well! It seems we 
find ourselves in yet another stage of this pandemic, and so school 
start-up has been delayed to January 10th and various other 
measures will be revisited or re-emphasized.  Please watch for follow-

up details as the week 
unfolds.  Meantime, I wanted 
to say a heartfelt thanks for 
the wonderful pre-Christmas 
events that made December 
so special.  The return of the 
PAC Green Christmas gave 
students such joy to be 
able to shop for those they 
love.  As well, delicious hot 
chocolate and cookies that 

parents and volunteers arranged and delivered on Dec. 10th was a 
nice cozy treat. The support you gave to the first ever outdoor BVE 
Christmas concert -  from the loan of lights, to all of you who sat in 
the cold to take in the show and cheer on the students, you made it 
so special for everyone!  We lucked out in terms of weather, too, so 
that also helped.   
Whatever 2022 brings, we look forward to getting to learn and laugh 
with your children at BVE.  Thank you for raising such great kids and 
trusting us to educate them  I wish all of you good health and 
happiness in the year ahead.   
 

 
Ariel McDowell 
Principal, BVE

January and February school-wide themes 
It’s always fun to have a theme to explore, especially during the winter months.  
For January, our theme will be “part of me is my culture(s)”.  We’ll explore the 
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variety of heritages that BVE families and staff bring, including 
languages, stories, and traditions that enrich our school 
community.  There will be opportunities to share this theme 
through displays, lunchtime activities, assemblies, writing and 
in perhaps other ways too.  For February, we’ll explore and 
share hobbies, games and crafts together.   

Library News 
The Library is a bustling place almost 
every moment of the day.  At recess 
and many lunch times as well, students are busily preparing for the 
annual “Battle of the Books” reading competition.  Ms. Wilson is working 
with Librarians across our region to organize the Battle in March.  
Students read 10 novels for each of the different grade categories, then 

compete as a team to answer questions related to the novels they’ve read.  The lists of books is 
available on the library page of the BVE website, and copies of the books can be signed out from 
the Library.  Other Library news is that we have a new Library Clerk, Mrs. Wegner!  As most of 
you know, Mrs. Astra retired at the end of December after more than 30 years in the District.  
Mrs. Wegner has been the Library Clerk at Arrow Heights, and before that she was a long-time 
Education Assistant at Columbia Park.  Mrs. Wegner looks forward to getting to know all the BVE 
readers, and connecting them to their next good read asap  
 

Student Art Fundraiser & Scholastic book fair 
Thank you for supporting the art card fundraiser!  With your support, the Library was able to use 
funds raised to purchase colour ink to keep the BVE colour printer working for special projects.  
As well, the Scholastic book fair was a successful fundraiser for the Library, with the money raised 
invested in book purchases for the BVE Library.   

Spirit Squad  

The BVE Spirit Squad helped spread Christmas 
cheer with a door decorating contest through 
December.  Some images of the amazing 
doors are here for you to enjoy.  As well, the 
Spirit Squad put together festive centrepieces 
as a popular fundraiser.  December Spirit 
Dress-up Days were also organized by the 
Spirit Squad…with a little help on one extra 
day from Begbie the BVE Elf on the Shelf!  

https://begbieview.sd19.bc.ca/2021/12/04/battle-of-the-books-is-here-check-out-the-new-lists/


Food Bank and Hamper Donations 
Thank you for all the generous 
donations to the Revelstoke Food 
Bank!  We were so proud to be able to 
pass on many huge boxes filled with 
non-perishable food, as well as socks 
and mitts for Revelstoke families.   

Breakfast Program  
One of the amazing things about BVE is 
that every single day, a plate of healthy breakfast options is 

prepared and delivered to each classroom.  How does this magic happen?  Well, a lot of it has to 
do with the dedication, organization, and masterful preparation of Ms. Lucius who runs the 
program here at BVE.  Ms. Lucius arrives at the school waaaaay before everyone else and begins 
to put the plates together.  She also shops for and plans ways to stretch the budget as far as she 
can, while still ensuring healthy food fills the plate.  In this we are also grateful to parent Austin 
Luciow who bakes healthy nutritious muffins for the program!  The budget for the BVE breakfast 
program comes from grants from CBT Community Initiatives, as well as private donations from 
many local businesses, support from Breakfast Programs of Canada, and Ministry of Education 

funding from a program called Community LINK. There are 
many reasons why kids might not eat breakfast before school, 
and our BVE Breakfast Program is designed to make sure hunger 
doesn’t get in the way of learning for anyone. 

Staffing updates 

Two retirements and two babies!  That’s what brings some 
staffing changes to BVE:  Mrs. Astra (Library Clerk) and Mrs. 
Lavelle (Grade 5/6 teacher) retired at the end of December, and 
will both be fondly remembered and sadly missed.  We 
welcome Mrs. Wegner to the Library Clerk position and Ms. 

Langlois to the Grade 5/6 classroom teaching position!  Mrs. 
Ashford went on leave from her Kindergarten teaching position 
just before the break to welcome her new baby to the world (born 
Dec. 13th).  Ms. Théberge returns from her maternity leave just in 
time to replace Ms. Ashford in the Kindergarten class Mondays 
through Thursdays, with Ms. Styles taking over the class on 

Fridays.  Ms. Fransoo will be 
heading off for her maternity leave  
(…Seriously, something in the 
water here at BVE!)  early in 
January, and Ms. Poirier will 
replace her in the Learning Support 
role.  



Updated COVID guidelines 
Watch for detailed BVE plans coming out this week, but here are the updated instructions from 
the Provincial Health Office to schools: 

• Strategies that prevent crowding during class transition times.  
• Hold school gatherings and events (e.g., assemblies, etc.) virtually 
• Hold staff-only gatherings (e.g., meetings, professional development activities) virtually 

where possible.  
• Limit visitors to those who are supporting activities that directly benefit student learning 

and wellbeing (e.g., teacher candidates, meal program volunteers, etc.)  
• Pause extracurricular sports tournaments.  

The guidelines build on existing protocols that have succeeded in minimizing the spread of the 
virus in schools such as:  

• Encouraging everyone who is eligible, to get 
fully vaccinated  
• Doing daily health checks, and staying home 
when sick  
• Using available space to spread out, and to 
respect others personal space.  
• Wearing masks in accordance with the 
Provincial Health Officer Order on Face Coverings  
• Cleaning hands regularly  
• Cleaning and disinfecting all surfaces at 
least once a day  

BVE Drop Off and Pick Up 

THANK YOU to everyone for your continued cooperation to drop off and pick up on Ninth 
Street.   Only families with children in 
Cornerstones childcare, Kindergarten or Grade 
One may enter the BVE cul-de-sac by car for 
drop of AND pick up. 

PAC NEWS 

The January PAC meeting will be Monday, Jan. 
10th   at 6:30 pm via Teams.  Here’s the link.  
The link is on the website too if you need it  
The Begbie View Elementary Parent Advisory 
Council (BVE PAC) supports BVE events, 
activities, equipment and more throughout the 
year….and you might not be aware that every 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MGRiYmQwMDItZWFlNi00YTkyLTg5MTYtMmIyNGVlMmYxMmEx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226902ef99-a42f-4d86-941a-65d6aa0c163d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e2ba854a-7211-4988-ae1e-d46b1d02d9df%22%7d


BVE parent is a member of the PAC.  As a whole school, we appreciate the time and planning 
that parent volunteers contribute through the PAC to make all kinds of great events happen for 
BVE students!  

District Grade Activities:  
Each year the School District supports a variety of activities within the community for each grade 
to participate in. We plan to continue the program with extra COVID-19 precautions in place.  
Grade 3 and 6 students will head to Revelstoke Mountain Resort for Alpine skiing/snowboarding 

instruction with the RMR ski school.  The 
Grade 4’s will be heading to Mt. 
MacPherson for Nordic ski lessons with 
the Revelstoke Nordic club coaches. As 
well, Grade 1s will participate in ice 
skating at the Forum.  As the year 

progresses, it is our intent that each grade will again be 
offered a different sports exploration opportunity in the 
community.  The school district provides financial support 
for the programs and therefore there is no fee for students 
for any of these activities.  
 

 STAY CONNECTED! 

Please visit our website 
begbieview.sd19.bc.ca 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